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Sketching a map requires accurate sizing, a key, 

symbols, and colours to represent different things.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Compass A tool used for 

showing direction. 

Map A printed version of 

a place which can 

show you how to get 

from one place to 

another. 

Grid Referencing The numbered 

squares on a map 

which helps locate a 

specific place.  

A key  Pictures and symbols 

that help represent 

real-life features. 

Co-ordinates A collection of 

numbers and letters 

that give a specific 

point in the world. 

Atlas A collection of maps 

often of the 

different countries 

of the world.  

Compass points Key 

Four-point compass A key has symbols that represent real-life things. The 

key tells you what the symbol means.  

N – North 

E – 

East 

S – 

South 

W – 

West 

 

 

 

 

 

Grid references 

- Grid references are vertical and 

horizontal lines that create a grid 

across a map. 

- The lines are usually numbered with 

2 digits.  

- It can help narrow a search area 

to help you find a certain feature or 

place on a map. 

 
The easting 

comes first, 

then the 

northing 

second.  

E.g. 32 – 

easting, 43 

northing. 



 

The local area can be used to create maps as it is somewhere you will be familiar with!  

- Eastings run west to east. 

- Northings run south to north.  


