Headteacher: Mrs C.V. Morley

Dear Parents/ Carers,

Theale C of E Primary School

Englefield Road, Theale, Berkshire RG7 5AS

Telephone: 0118 9302239
e-mail: office@theale.w-berks.sch.uk
website: www.thealeprimary.co.uk

September 2025

We hope you and your family had a restful and enjoyable summer break. It has been a pleasure welcoming the
children back to school and seeing them settle into Year 4/5 with such positivity and enthusiasm. We are incredibly
proud of how they've embraced the new routines and responsibilities, showing growing independence, kindness,
and a fantastic attitude towards learning. They are already setting a wonderful example for others and contributing
to a happy and productive classroom environment.

Please find below an overview of the topics that the children will be learning about within each subject area.

Subject

Overview

Maths

Year 4

Number & place value

Multiplication and division facts

Addition, subtraction, multiplication & division including problem solving
Measurement — area & perimeter

Geometry — position & direction

Number & place value

Addition, subtraction, multiplication & division (including problem solving)
Measurement — area & perimeter, volume

Geometry — position & direction

English

Letters

Suspense Narrative

Newspaper reports

Explanation text

Poetry

Reading skills and strategies.
Grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Science

Year 4

Year 5

Animals including humans — digestive system; teeth and their function; food chains
Sound

Animals including humans — The Circulatory System
Earth and Space

History

The Assyrians

Geography

Mountains, ills and Earthquales

Art/DT

Self portraits
DT Project- making a frame

Modern
Foreign
Language -
French

Introducing yourself, age and where you live
Extended feelings phrases.

School subjects

Buildings and town

Directions.

RE

Sikhi: How significant to Sikhs is their sacred text?
Christianity: What is the most significant part of the nativity story for Christians today?
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Music e The Planets — Graphic Scores

Life Skills e Democracy and Diversity.
Computing e Online Safety
e Coding
PE Gymnastics — paired and small group work incorporating balance and counterbalance

Football skills — small team games, peer refereeing, developing speed and accuracy.
and movement
Tag Rugby — mini-games, strategy and team values.

Homework

Homework will be set every Monday and is due the following Monday. Each week, children will be assigned 20
minutes of online practice for both times tables and spellings, using Times Table Rockstars and Spelling Shed.
We greatly appreciate your support in encouraging the children to practise these key skills regularly. In addition,
we ask that children read at home every day, ideally with an adult, to support their fluency, comprehension, and
enjoyment of reading.

Specialist Teaching

We are fortunate enough to have many specialist teachers across the school. In Year 4/5, the children will have
drama, dance and music on Friday afternoon, taught by Carrie, Claire and our new music teacher, Miss Lynch.
Madame Bastable will teach French language and cultural studies on a Tuesday afternoon along with steel
panning. In addition to this, teachers from across the school will be teaching the children in their areas of interest
and expertise.

QOutdoor Learning
Children will continue to take part in outdoor learning sessions once every three weeks, on Friday mornings. To
ensure they are comfortable and prepared, children will need to bring:

e A suitable coat
e Hat and gloves, where appropriate
e A change of shoes, ideally wellies that you're happy for them to get muddy

Class teachers will do their best to remind children when their outdoor learning week is approaching. However, if
unsure, children are welcome to bring the required items just in case.

PE

The children will have PE on alternate Wednesdays, as well as a weekly dance lesson with Claire. Please ensure
that your child’s PE kit is in school all week to allow for any timetable changes. Within their PE kit, the children
should have shorts, a white t-shirt and plimsolls for indoor PE and tracksuit bottoms, a sweatshirt and trainers for
outdoor PE. They should also have a change of socks. This is especially important for girls who will need to
change out of tights for PE. Can | please also ask that, for safety reasons, any earrings are removed for all PE
activities as soon as possible after any initial piercing. Only during the ‘healing period’ will children be allowed to
wear tape to cover these.

Uniform

Thank you for returning your child to school looking so presentable. The smart appearance of our children is often
noted by the public. Due to health and safety requirements, it is school policy that all children whose hair is long
enough should have it tied up. We also request that children do not have any unnatural colours or extreme styles,
for example no stripes or shapes cut into their hair please. Please also note that children should not wear makeup
or nail varnish to school. This is in line with our school’s uniform policy.

Water Bottles

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the school’s policy on water bottles. Children are kindly
requested to bring a labelled bottle containing water which they will have access to throughout the day. We ask
for water instead of drinks such as squash, as they can be very sticky when spilt and can cause damage to books
and equipment. Having water readily available also helps to support our Healthy Schools initiative. The children
may, however, have a separate drink of squash or similar (no fizzy drinks or energy drinks please) in their
lunchbox. Thank you in advance for your support in this matter.
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Mobile Phones

We are aware that an increasing number of children now have mobile phones. We would like to remind you of the
school’s expectations regarding children’s mobile phones on site.

If your child needs to bring a phone to school, it must be switched off and placed in their bag before they enter the
school gates. Upon entering the classroom, phones should be handed in to the class teacher. They will be
returned at the end of the school day, but must not be switched back on until the child has left the school site.
These rules are in place to safeguard all children and have been clearly explained to them in class.

Please note that mobile phones are brought into school at the child’s own risk. The school cannot accept
responsibility for any loss or damage that may occur.
We hope that you will find this information useful. Should you have any questions, please get in touch with us via
the school office. Here’s to an inspiring and fulfilling term of hard work, success and exciting opportunities!

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Lydia Parsley
Year 4/6 and 6 Team Leader

Elizabeth Bowskill Neil Gauld Freya Smith
Year 4/5 Class Teachers
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