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                     How do beliefs and traditions give Jewish people  
                                   a sense of belonging?  
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 Judaism is a monotheistic religion which has existed for around 
3400 years; there are many customs and traditions involved in 
practising Judaism. 

 Hanukkah is a Jewish festival celebrated each year in November or 
December. 

 Hanukkah lasts for eight days because it celebrates an ancient 
miracle where a lamp with very little oil stayed alight for eight 
days.   

 Jewish people follow many mitzvot (commandments) and see 
following these rules as an opportunity to show respect to God’s 
authority and to have a close relationship with God. 

 Kashrut rules specify which foods Jewish people can and can’t eat. 

 The foods that can be eaten are known as Kosher.  

 Passover is a Jewish festival celebrated each March or April to 
remember how Jewish people were freed from slavery in Egypt. 

 Passover is celebrated by sharing the Seder meal; each part of the 
meal represents part of the story of Passover. 

Vocabulary 

commandments (mitzvot) = rules that have been decreed by God  
Hanukkah (Chanukah) = the Jewish festival of lights which celebrates the miracle of a lamp 
with very little oil continuing to burn for eight days 
Hebrew = the ancient language of Jewish people, used for prayers and services 
Jewish = someone who is Jewish practises the religion of Judaism 
Judaism = a monotheistic religion based on the beliefs of the ancient Hebrews 
kashrut = Jewish dietary rules about what Jewish people can eat and how the food should be 
prepared 
kosher = foods that Jewish people are allowed to eat are described as kosher  
menorah = a candle-holder with eight branches, used to celebrate Hanukkah 
monotheistic = describes religions based on the belief that there is only one god 
Passover (Pesach) = the Jewish festival which celebrates the liberation of the ancient Jews 
from slavery in Egypt  
Seder = a ceremonial dinner on the first night of Passover, which has specific items of food 
to tell the Passover story 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theschoolrun.com%2Fhomework-help%2Fjudaism&psig=AOvVaw0BtR48d7IC-rH9yUw0yFyJ&ust=1608736591792000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCPqovx4e0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdatavizblog.com%2F2018%2F12%2F03%2Fholiday-dataviz-happy-hanukkah-2018%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Z79k0UtQsZdU58nqlHBtM&ust=1608736102596000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDjlLfv4e0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pacmoore.com%2Fblog%2Funderstanding-kosher-food-labels%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Ed75JGqY9J0fAoEPWzqYp&ust=1608736332298000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMiLz4Pw4e0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishnews.timesofisrael.com%2Fhaggadah-says-what-the-new-traditions-of-the-seder-plate%2F&psig=AOvVaw2X_YbWyWxazHoX-H-ghzgK&ust=1608736403557000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiQr7Xw4e0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAV


 
 


