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Geography Policy 
 

  
“Geography is a subject which holds the key to our future” Michael Palin  
 
“Geography explores the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What can be 
more important than that?” David Attenborough  
 

The rationale for teaching Geography 

Geography provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds, using different 
scales of enquiry to view them from different perspectives. It develops knowledge of places and 
environments throughout the world, an understanding of maps, and a range of investigative and 
problem solving skills, both inside and outside of the classroom. As such, it prepares pupils for 
adult life and employment. Geography is a focus within the curriculum for understanding and 
resolving issues about the environment and sustainable development. It is also an important link 
between the natural and social sciences. As pupils study geography, they encounter different 
societies and cultures. This helps them realise how nations rely on each other. It can inspire them 
to think about their own place in the world, their values, and their rights and responsibilities to other 
people and the environment. 
 

Curriculum Intent  

At Theale Church of England Primary School, we will ensure that all children attain the highest 
standards of achievement. We hope that this will lead to lifelong interest in Geography and enable 
further study to the highest level should that be the wish of the children. Through the study of 
geography, children are expected to develop knowledge, skills and understanding in the following 
areas: 
 

 Geographical enquiry and skills. 

 Places, patterns and processes. 

 Cultural identities. 

 Environmental change and sustainable development. 

Curriculum Impact 

Our main aims in teaching geography are that children will: 

 Enjoy and have positive attitudes towards the subject. 

 Develop a sense of identity through learning about places and environments throughout the 
world. 

 Have an interest in interpreting and understanding maps. 

 Understand the environment in relation to the wider world. 



 Make links with other areas of the curriculum including, where appropriate, ICT. 

 Have an appreciation of and respect for cultures, societies, religions and countries including 
their own and recognise their interdependence. 

 

Curriculum Implementation  

 
At Foundation Stage  
Geography will be taught through Knowledge and Understanding of the World and the local area. 
See FS Policy. 

 

At Key Stage One 

Teachers will ensure that geographical enquiry and skills are used when developing knowledge 
and understanding of places, patterns and processes, environmental change and sustainable 
development. 

 

In undertaking geographical enquiry children should be taught to: 

 Ask geographical questions. 

 Observe, record and communicate (in different ways) their own views about people, places 
and environments. 

 Use geographical vocabulary and field work skills, maps, globes, plans and secondary 
sources of information. 

 Make maps and plans. 

 Identify and describe where places are and what they are like. 

 Recognise how places have become the way they are, how they change and compare 
them to other places. 

 Recognise how places are linked to other places in the world. 

 Make observations about where things are located and other features in the environment. 

 Recognise changes in physical and human features. 

 Recognise changes in the environment and how the environment may be improved and 
sustained. 

 

Breadth of Study 

 Children should study two localities: the locality of the school and a locality (either in the UK 
or overseas) which contrasts with the school locality. The children should study at a local 
scale and carry out fieldwork investigations outside of the classroom. 

 

At Key Stage Two 

Teachers will ensure that geographical enquiry and skills are used when developing knowledge 
and understanding of places, patterns and processes, environmental change and sustainable 
development. 

 

In undertaking geographical enquiry children should be taught to: 

 Ask geographical questions. 

 Collect, record and communicate evidence (in ways appropriate to a specific audience). 

 Present their own and others’ views about geographical issues. 

 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions. 

 Use geographical vocabulary and field work techniques, maps and plans with a range of 
scales, globes and secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs. 



 Draw maps and plans at a range of scales. 

 Use decision making skills and ICT in geographical investigations. 

 Identify and describe where places are and what they are like. 

 Locate places and environments studied and other significant places and environments. 

 Recognise how places have become the way they are, why they change, how they may 
change in the future and compare them to other places. 

 Describe and explain how and why places are similar to and different from other places in 
the same country and elsewhere in the world. 

 Recognise how places fit within a wider geographical context. 

 Make observations about where things are located and other features in the environment. 

 Recognise changes in physical and human features and explain how these can cause 
changes in places and environments.  

 Recognise how people can improve or damage the environment and how decisions about 
places and environments affect the quality of people’s lives. 

 Recognise how and why people may seek to manage environments sustainably and to 
identify opportunities for their own involvement. 

 

Breadth of Study 

 The children should study two localities: a locality in the United Kingdom and in a country 
that is less economically developed. 

 The children should study three themes: water and its effects on landscapes and people, 
including the physical features of rivers or coasts and the process or erosion and 
deposition; how settlements differ and change and an issue arising from changes in land 
use; and an environmental issue caused by change in an environment and attempts to 
manage the environment sustainably. 

 
In their studies children should study a range of scales – local, regional and national. In addition, 
they should study a range of places and environments in different parts of the world, including the 
UK and the EU. Children should have the opportunity to carry out fieldwork investigations outside 
of the classroom. 
 
Structure of Provision 
Geography is taught every week for 1-1.5 hours, every other term. 

 

Planning 

The subject co-ordinator completes a curriculum overview at the beginning of a new school year. 
All planning is then scheduled around this, ensuring that the children are learning topics on a two 
yearly rota system, due to the split year group teachings of the school. All topics are planned to 
include a medium term plan and a knowledge organiser. These knowledge organisers are not only 
shared with teachers, they are used by the pupils as they are placed in their workbooks at the start 
of every topic. The children are then encouraged to use these to support their learning of key 
knowledge etc.  

Evaluation and Assessment 

Assessment of geography is an integral part of teaching. During every lesson, questioning is used 
as ongoing, formative assessment. Questions within marking and children’s responses 
demonstrate recall and understanding of learnt skills and knowledge. Teachers use this formative 
assessment to interpret the extent to which a child has understood a concept, learned a skill or 
acquired some new knowledge. In addition, teachers are able to reflect on the delivery of the 
curriculum, thus informing future planning. At the end of a topic, teachers will complete an 



assessment grid, clearly showing the areas of learning and at which stage each child is. This 
ensures that at the end of the year, each child’s knowledge of the geography taught, is recorded.   

Resources 

Resources are monitored and organised by the curriculum co-ordinator who will order, when 
necessary, through the normal school processes. All opportunities are explored to ensure that the 
school has a wide range of resources and opportunities available. 

Extended Curriculum 

Building upon experiences outside of the classroom is considered crucial to the development of the 
geography curriculum. Relevant field trips are therefore invaluable. 
 
The role of the Co-ordinator 
A member of staff is designated as a geography co-ordinator whose role is to support class 
teachers and to help improve the overall quality and continuity of geography teaching in the school. 
 
The co-ordinator is responsible for: 

 Monitoring progress. 

 Providing advice on geography and teaching schemes. 

 Advising on teacher assessment and reporting systems. 

 Keeping up to date through reading, attending relevant courses and by developing links 
with other sources. 

 
Information and Communication Technology 
The use of ICT and the teaching of ICT should enhance, develop and support pupils’ learning of 
geography. 
 
Cross-curricular links 
Cross-curricular links are embedded in the planning, teaching and learning of all subjects including 
geography. Subject plans are adapted and linked to topics where appropriate. 

Equal Opportunities and Special Needs and Disability 

Every pupil will be given equal opportunity to follow the National Curriculum or Foundation Stage 
Curriculum irrespective of their ethnic or linguistic background, gender, disability or religious 
beliefs. Children with Special Educational Needs and Disability will have full access to the 
geography curriculum which will be modified to best meet their needs. Those identified as Able, 
Gifted and Talented will be given opportunities to develop their skills. 
 
Monitoring 
The monitoring of geography will take the form of classroom observations, monitoring of planning, 
work scrutiny, interviews with children, learning walks and monitoring of displays.  The subject 
leader, working with the headteacher, is responsible for the monitoring of geography. The 
headteacher will report to governors through a termly report. 

 
 


