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Key Vocabulary Definition  John Constable – Untitled  

(Theale Church, Berkshire, 1832) 

1 Aesthetic Relating to the study or enjoyment of beauty. 
 

 
Henri Matisse – Stained Glass 

Nuit de Noel - 1952 

 

2 Interior/exterior The inside of something / the outside of something 

3 Façade The facade of a building, especially a large one, is 
its front wall or the wall that faces the street. 

4 Perspective The way that objects appear smaller when they are 
further away and the way parallel lines appear to 
meet each other at a point in the distance 

5 Vanishing Point The point in a drawing or painting where parallel 
lines seem to meet at a distance 

6 Trompe l’oeil A French word meaning ‘trick of the eye.’ A 
painting that is cleverly designed to trick people into 
thinking that the objects represented in it are really 
there. 

7 Symbolism The use of symbols in art, literature, films, etc. to 
represent ideas 

8 Atmosphere/ 
ambience 

The character, feeling, or mood of a place or 
situation   

9 Positive  Space The area or part of an artwork's composition that 
the subject occupies e.g. a vase of flowers in a 
painting. 

10 Negative Space The empty space around and between the subject(s) 
of an image or sculpture 
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