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Key Vocabulary Definition   Examples of Artwork 

1 Magnify To increase the size of something. 
 

 
 

Van Gogh – Sunflowers, 1888 
Vincent Van Gogh was a Dutch 

artist born in 1858. He spent most 
of his time painting and drawing 
in France. He was not famous in 
his lifetime. After his death his 
brother Theo promoted his work. 

Van Gogh’s paintings are amongst 
the world’s most expensive paintings. 

 

 

2 Complementary 
colours 

pairs of colours that contrast with 
each other more than any other 
colour, and when placed side-by-side 

make each other look brighter.  
3 Blend  To gradually and gently join two 

colour, tones or images together. 

4 Texture How something feels when it is 
touched. 

5 Sculpture The creation of artistic objects in 
three dimensions – length, width 
and height. 

6 Papier-mâché  a mixture of pieces of paper and glue. 
It can be made, while still damp, 

into objects such as bowls, ornaments, 

and models. 

7 Form a three-dimensional object in space 
8 Collaborative 

Art 
artwork that involves working as a 
team to create art, 

9 Botany the study of plants 

10 Botanist a scientist who studies plants, 
including flowering plants, and 
plant-like things such as moss and 
seaweed. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

    

Henri Matisse – Paper 
Cuts, 1947   
When ill health 
prevented Matisse from 
painting, he began to 
cut into painted paper 
with scissors to make 
his work.  

Adam Frezza & Terry Chiao, 2014 
 
An American artist duo whose work 
explores play and craft across a range of 
media, including painted sculpture, 
installation, collage, photography, design 
and public art. 

Georgia O’Keeffe 
 
Born in 1887, Georgia O’Keeffe 
was an American artist who 
painted nature in a way that 
showed how it made her feel. 
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