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Key Vocabulary Definition Examples of Art  

1 The Arts Activities include music, writing, film, drama, 
design, dance and the visual arts. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Paul Klee – ‘A line is a dot 

that went for a walk.’ 
- Castle and Sun, 1928 
- Autumn,  1922 

2 Visual Arts art forms such as painting, drawing, sculpture, 

printmaking, ceramics, photography, video, film
making, design, crafts and architecture. 

3 Performing 
Arts 

forms of creative activity that are performed 
in front of an audience, such as drama, 
music, and dance. 

4 Abstract art that does not attempt to represent reality, 
but rather seeks to achieve its effect using 
shapes, colours, and textures. 

5 Realistic representing things in a way that is accurate 
and true to life. 

6 Tint A mixture of a colour with white. 
7 Composition 

(Art) 
 
(Music) 

the harmonious arrangement of the parts of a 
work of art in relation to each other and to the 
whole. 
The act of composing a piece of music. 

8 Expressionism The communication of emotion through art. 

9 Architecture the art or practice of designing and 
constructing buildings. 

10  Modernism A movement in the arts that rejected 
traditional values and techniques, and 
emphasized the importance of individual 
experience. 

The Bauhaus School, 1919 – 1933, Germany.  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art#Forms,_genres,_media,_and_styles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceramics_(art)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Video
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filmmaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filmmaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Craft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/harmonious
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/arrangement
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/relation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/whole
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/reject
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/traditional
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/technique
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/emphasize
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/importance
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/experience

