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Key Vocabulary Definition Examples of African 
Masks 

1 Batik Batik is a traditional art-form which 
involves using wax and dye to create 
beautiful and intricate patterns on cloth 

 

 
 

 

2 Wax Resist Using a waxy medium to create a design; a 
wash of colour is layered over the design to 
create a desired effect. 

3 Positive Space  refers to the main focus of a picture 

4 Negative 
Space 

negative space refers to the background 

5 Carving To make something by cutting into a stone 
or wood. 

6 Weaving the craft or action of forming fabric by 
interlacing threads 

7 Pattern a design in which lines, shapes, forms or 
colours are repeated 

8 Relief when three-dimensional elements are raised 
from a flat base. 

9 monochrome A monochrome artwork uses only one colour 

10 Mixed Media artworks composed from a combination of 

different media or materials.  

               
     African fabric with Batik design                         Kente woven cloth. 

 


