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Key Vocabulary Definition   Examples of Artwork 

1 Magnify To increase the size of something.  

  
Van Gogh – Sunflowers, 1888 

Vincent Van Gogh was a Dutch artist born in 
1858. He spent most of his time painting and 
drawing in France. He was not famous in his 
lifetime. After his death his brother Theo 

promoted his work. Van Gogh’s paintings are 
amongst the world’s most expensive paintings. 

 
Georgia O’Keeffe – Red Canna, 1924 
Born in 1887, Georgia O’Keeffe was an 

American artist who painted nature in a way 
that showed how it made her feel. 

 

2 Complementary 
colours 

pairs of colours that contrast with 
each other more than any other 
colour, and when placed side-by-side 

make each other look brighter.  
3 Papier-mâché  a mixture of pieces of paper and glue. 

It can be made, while still damp, 

into objects such as bowls, ornaments, 

and models. 

4 Relief Prints a process consisting of cutting a 
printing surface in such a way that 
all that remains of the original 
surface is the design to be printed. 

5 Pattern An arrangement of shapes, lines, 
letters,  numbers or colours that can 
be repeated or used again and again. 

6 Interior Design The colours, curtains, lighting, 
pictures, wall paper and fabrics used 
to decorate a room or building. 

7 Texture How something feels when it is 
touched. 

8  Sculpture The creation of artistic objects in 
three dimensions – length, width and 
height. 

9  Blend  To gradually and gently join two 
colour, tones or images together. 

10 Tessellation An arrangement of shapes close 
together in a repeated pattern, without 
gaps or overlapping. 

 

                     
Henri Matisse – Paper Cuts, 1947               Adam Frezza and Terry Chiao, 2014 

 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mixture
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/piece
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/glue
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/still
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/damp
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/object
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bowl
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ornament
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/model

